Rural Utilities Service, USDA

amended. Grants for solid waste man-
agement are authorized under Section
310B of the CONACT, (7 U.S.C. 1932), as
amended. Any processing or servicing
activity conducted pursuant to this
part involving authorized assistance to
Agency employees, members of their
families, known close relatives, or
business or close personal associates, is
subject to the provisions of subpart D
of part 1900 of this title. Applicants for
this assistance are required to identify
any known relationship or association
with an Agency employee.

§1775.2 [Reserved]

§1775.3 Objectives.

(a) The objectives of the Technical
Assistance and Training Grant Pro-
gram are to:

(1) Identify and evaluate solutions to
water and waste disposal problems in
rural areas.

(2) Assist applicants in preparing ap-
plications for water and waste grants
made in accordance with part 1780 of
this chapter.

(3) Improve operation and mainte-
nance of existing water and waste dis-
posal facilities in rural areas.

(b) The objectives of the Solid Waste
Management Grant Program are to:

(1) Reduce or eliminate pollution of
water resources.

(2) Improve planning and manage-
ment of solid waste sites.

§1775.4 Definitions.

Association. An entity, including a
small city or town, that is eligible for
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) water
and waste financial assistance in ac-
cordance with §1780.7 of this chapter.

Grantee. An entity with whom The
Agency has entered into a grant agree-
ment under this program to provide
technical assistance and/or training to
associations as defined in this section.

Low income. Median household in-
come below the poverty line for a fam-
ily of four as defined in Section 673(2)
of the Community Services Block
Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)), or below
80 percent of the Statewide nonmetro-
politan median household income.

Regional. For purposes of the Solid
Waste Management grant program, as
implemented through this part, re-

§1775.7

gional is defined as any multi-jurisdic-
tional area including multi-State or
any multi-jurisdictional area within a
State.

Rural area. For water and waste dis-
posal facilities the terms rural or rural
area will not include any area in a city
or town with population in excess of
10,000 inhabitants according to the lat-
est decennial census of the United
States.

State. Any of the fifty States, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Western Pacific Territories, Marshall
Islands, Federated States of Micro-
nesia, Republic of Palau, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.

Statewide  Nonmetropolitan  Median
Household Income (SNMHI). Median
household income of the State’s non-
metropolitan counties and portions of
metropolitan counties outside of cities,
towns or places of 50,000 or more popu-
lation.

[62 FR 33469, June 19, 1997, as amended at 69
FR 65519, Nov. 15, 2004]

§1775.5 Source of funds.

Technical Assistance and Training
grants awarded will be made from not
less than one (1) percent or, at the dis-
cretion of the Agency Administrator,
not more than three (3) percent of any
appropriations for grants under Sec-
tion 306(a)(2) of the CONACT, (7 U.S.C.
1926(a)). Technical Assistance and
Training grant funds not obligated by
September 1 of each fiscal year will be
used for water and waste grants made
in accordance with part 1780 of this
chapter. This section does not apply to
Solid Waste Management grants.

§1775.6 Allocation of funds.

Control of Technical Assistance and
Training grant and Solid Waste Man-
agement grant funds will be retained in
the National office and allocated on a
project case basis. These funds are not
available for obligation by States.

§1775.7 Eligibility.

(a) Entities eligible for Technical As-
sistance and Training (TAT) grants are
private nonprofit organizations that
have been granted tax exempt status
by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
of the United States.
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§1775.8

(b) Entities eligible for Solid Waste
Management (SWM) grants are non-
profit organizations, including:

(1) Private nonprofit organizations
that have been granted tax exempt sta-
tus by the IRS; and

(2) Public bodies including local gov-
ernmental-based multi-jurisdictional
organizations.

(c) Applicants for either TAT or SWM
grants must also have the proven abil-
ity, background, experience, legal au-
thority, and actual capacity to provide
technical assistance and/or training on
a regional basis to associations as pro-
vided in §1775.3.

§1775.8 Purpose.

(a) Technical Assistance
Training Grants may be used to:

(1) Identify and evaluate solutions to
water problems of associations in rural
areas relating to:

(i) Source.

(ii) Storage.

(iii) Treatment.

(iv) Distribution.

(2) Identify and evaluate solutions to
waste problems of associations in rural
areas relating to:

(i) Collection.

(ii) Treatment.

(iii) Disposal.

(3) Assist associations that have filed
a preapplication with the Agency in
the preparation of water and/or waste
loan and/or grant applications.

(4) Provide training to association
personnel that will improve the man-
agement, operation and maintenance of
water and waste disposal facilities.

(6) To pay the expenses associated
with providing the technical assistance
and/or training authorized in para-
graphs (a) (1) through (4) of this sec-
tion.

(b) Solid Waste Management grants
may be used to:

(1) Evaluate current landfill condi-
tions to determine threats to water re-
sources.

(2) Provide technical assistance and/
or training to enhance operator skills
in the maintenance and operation of
active landfills.

(3) Provide technical assistance and/
or training to help communities reduce
the solid waste stream.

and/or
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(4) Provide technical assistance and/
or training for operators of landfills
which are closed or will be closed in
the near future with the development/
implementation of closure plans, fu-
ture land use plans, safety and mainte-
nance planning, and closure scheduling
within permit requirements.

§1775.9 [Reserved]

§1775.10 Limitations.

Grant funds may not be used to:

(a) Recruit applications for the Agen-
cy’s water and waste loan and/or any
loan and/or grant program.

(b) Duplicate current services, re-
placement or substitution of support
previously provided such as those per-
formed by an association’s consultant
in developing a project.

(c) Fund political activities.

(d) Pay for capital assets, the pur-
chase of real estate or vehicles, im-
prove and renovate office space, or re-
pair and maintain privately-owned
property.

(e) Pay for construction or operation
and maintenance costs.

(f) Pay costs incurred prior to the ef-
fective date of grants made under this
part.

(g) Pay for technical assistance as de-
fined in this part which duplicates as-
sistance provided to implement an ac-
tion plan funded by Forest Service (F'S)
under the National Forest-Dependent
Rural Communities Economic Diver-
sification Act (7 U.S.C. 6601 note) for 5
continuous years from the date of
grant approval by the F'S. To avoid du-
plicate assistance, the grantee shall co-
ordinate with the FS and RUS to ascer-
tain if a grant has been made in a sub-
stantially similar geographical or de-
fined local area in a State for technical
assistance under the above program.
The grantee will provide documenta-
tion to FS and RUS regarding the con-
tact with each agency. Under its pro-
gram, the FS assists rural commu-
nities dependent upon national forest
resources by establishing rural forestry
and economic diversification action
teams which prepare action plans. Ac-
tion plans are intended to provide op-
portunities to promote economic diver-
sification and enhance local economies
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